
Supporting Early Literacy 
At Home

Kindergarten – Third Grade



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgwpGPi4J2E


Read By Grade Three
▪ Why did lawmakers write the law?

▪ How will it affect my child?

▪ What do I need to know as a parent?

▪ What will the school do?

▪ What can I do to support my child?



Start with the why….
▪ One in six children who are not reading proficiently in third grade fail to 

graduate from high school by age 19, a rate four times higher than that 
of children with proficient third grade reading skills.

▪ For children who lived in poverty for at least one year and were not 
reading proficiently in third grade, the proportion of students not 
completing high school rose to 26%, nearly six times greater than the 
rate for all proficient readers.

▪ In an effort to boost reading achievement, Michigan lawmakers passed 
Public Act 306 in October, 2016.



How will it affect my child?
▪ Your child’s reading growth will be closely monitored.

▪ If your child is not reading where expected, a reading improvement plan 
will be created. 

▪ At the end of third grade, if your child falls one or more grade levels 
behind based on the 3rd grade state summative assessment, retention is 
possible (beginning 2019-2020 school year).

Parent involvement is encouraged every step of the way!



▪ An initial assessment and follow up diagnostic assessment will be used to 
identify students who are not yet demonstrating proficiency toward 
grade level reading.

▪ A team will meet to create a draft of an Individual  Reading 
Improvement Plan that will identify how to support the child’s reading 
development.

▪ The final plan will be reviewed and revised with parents at 
parent/teacher conferences.

How will iT affect my child?



What do I need to know as a parent?
▪ The Individual Reading Improvement Plan will include intentional 

classroom instruction and a Read at Home Plan.  The plan may also 
include additional reading support outside of the classroom setting. 

▪ Your child’s teacher will receive support in evidence-supported effective 
practices in reading instruction.

▪ Children may be encouraged to participate in afterschool or summer 
school programs.



▪ A student will be promoted to fourth grade if they receive a score on the 
third grade state summative assessment that is less than one year 
behind, or

▪ Show a third grade reading level on another assessment approved by 
the superintendent, or

▪ Show a third grade reading level through a student portfolio, or 
collection of student work in all third grade English Language Arts 
standards.

What do I need to know as a parent?



▪ Parents will be notified by the state when a child could be 
retained.

▪ Parents have the right to ask for a “Good Cause Exemption” from 
the school or district within 30 days of the notification.

▪ Parents may request a meeting to discuss next steps with the 
principal.

Parent involvement is encouraged every step of the way!

What do I need to know as a parent?



What do I need to know as a parent?
Considerations, referred to as Good Cause Exemptions, will be made if your child:

▪ Has an IEP or 504 plan;

▪ Is an English learner (English is their second language);

▪ Has had intensive intervention for two years and was previously retained;

▪ Has been enrolled in WSD for less than two years and didn’t receive reading support;

▪ Is at grade level in other subjects;

▪ Student has been previously retained in grades K, 1, 2, or 3

▪ Is requested within 30 days and is determined that the exemption is in the best interest of the 
child



What will the school do?
▪ Assess all JK-3 grade students.

▪ Provide an Individual Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP) with input from all 
stakeholders.

▪ Provide written notice to parents with a “Read at Home” Plan.

▪ Monitor students’ progress for growth and adjust accordingly.



▪ Ensure all components of reading are taught each day;

▪ Utilize effective instructional strategies in the classroom;

▪ Provide supplemental evidence-supported interventions;

▪ Provide professional learning; and

▪ Provide documentation of efforts.

What will the school do?



questions



What can parents do?
1. Read at home with your child daily.

Tips…

▪ Twenty minutes a night matters!

▪ Visit your local library and access online resources!

▪ Re-read and read more!

▪ Take control of the television and make reading special!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XodFwiB2Ex8


What can parents do?
2. Talk, Talk, Talk.

Tips…

▪ Talk about what you see and do to build your child’s background 
knowledge.  

▪ Speak in full sentences and sprinkle your conversations with interesting 
words!

▪ Tell family tales!

▪ Ask your child questions while reading!



Ask Questions While Reading



What can parents do?
3. Synergize with your child’s school!

Tips:

▪ Get to know your child’s teacher and work as a team!

▪ Get involved!

▪ Ask for help!

▪ Know your stuff!





Reading Strategies



Turn and Talk



Reflection – How can we help?

https://flipgrid.com/962644


